


An Initiative Of Water Conservation
In The Buffer Division Kanha National Park, Mandla (MP)

“No Water, No Life. No Blue, No Green.”
This year the average rainfall in Mandla was about twenty percent below normal.
Keeping in mind this fact and usual scarcity of water for local communities and wild
life, in the remote forest areas of buffer division of Kanha Tiger reserve, We along
with the members of Eco development committees started a program of Water
Conservation & Awareness "ty fuf/k dk I tu] Ix vk; tu tu”.
Along with the local forest dwelling communities, we explored the situation and the
appropriate responses for water conservation elements, issues and design. In this
program,

« We together with EDC members survey the area and finalize the conservation

structures that can be made, depending upon water flow and availability of

material.

o Plan elaborately about the human resources as well as material resources

requirement.



« The resources were allocated to concerned forest guard depending on the site.
« This exercise was done at every range separately.

« On the pre planned date, the Joint forest committee's members and staff of
forest department sat together. The water conservation audio- visual were
shown and discussions were made for creating awareness of water conservation

and cleaning of water bodies among staff and the local communities.

« Then the forest staff and the members went to the specific sites to make

water structures and the cleaning of the water bodies.

o The structures that were made mainly consist of small dam, Bori bandhan
(using earth or sand filled gunny bags), and other locally innovative traditional
water conservation structures to create a barrier to the flow of water and to
impound water against this barrier as will be illustrated in the report. The
use of such structures is to provide water for local need of the communities

and of the wild life.

This was done by the voluntarily free contribution of labor and resources of the
communities and forest department staff of the buffer division of the Kanha

tiger reserve.




Till now we have made around 65 such conservation structures and have done
extensively the water awareness program in the division and cleaning of water
bodies.

We know that all water conservation structures that we have created will not be
able to sustain the flow of water throughout the summer but we have surely able to
increase their the flow for longer duration and many of them will sustain the flow
thoughout the season to meet out the need of local communities and of the wild life

of the region.

BEFORE AFTER
The spread of Water conservation awareness regarding the significance of water,
sharing of knowledge and expertise in making the conservation structure at local
level using locally available material by members of EDC and forest staff, and
cleaning of water bodies will going to be very fruitful in the future.
We would like to thank our field director Sri J.S. Chauhan, IFS and joint director

Sri OP Tiwari, IFS for their continuous support and guidance.

This initiative would not have rolled up without active participation, planning and hard

work of members of Eco Development committees, staff of the buffer division.



The Assistant directors Sri RB Siddha, Sri AK Bhoyar & Range officers Ms Anshu
Soni, Sri Shailendra Uike, Sr Ashok Pandit, Mr Devesh Kharadi, Sri Mukesh Jamor
and Sri Suresh kushare and Mr sri Rajulakar provided able leadership and guidance in
this endeavor at the field level.

Its great satisfying feeling for all of us to materialize this vision with active public -

public participation. The work is still on and will evolve with the time.

Ripudaman Singh, IFS
Deputy Director, Buffer

Kanha Tiger Reserve, Mandla
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