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Govermnment of Irdia : !
Ministry of anlmnmmt and Torests fxate ... SR O e
F.C: Bivision :
Prarynvaren hawan, CGO Complex,

L.oadht Robd, Mew Dol - 1ig win,
Dated: 03-01-2005
To
The Principal Secratary (Torests);
(All States{UTs).

Sub: -Guidellnes for diyerslon of forest land for non-forest purposcs under the Forest
{(Conservation) Act, 1980 - Gemeral approval under Section 2 of- Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, thereof,

i Central Government believes that dovelopment and conscrvation should go hand
in hund, This s a constltutional require. 1ent of a welfare State like India which has also
heen emphasized by the Suprome Court itom time to time. The tenet is embodied in the
spirit of 'the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980. Awaroness among the puople for

vonscrvation of environment is bound to come from within, providad he other
(\ \ developmental requirements of food, fibre, education, health, and communicetion clc.,
G are satisfied. Centru} Government ls commlttod 1o expeditc its ctlorts for developme nu:
\i}_: ( nctlvitles In forest sireas to.cover the largest possiblc population of tribal and forsst
B\ dwellers. To lackle the prob'lcnm of sensitive Areas on socio-cconomic front, e Contral
'J“____, Government is all st to "Tacilitate .spocgdier cxecution of essontial develupiiental
-})} — nclivitics.
—
N> T Government of Indla is-of:the view that dévolopmont of tribal villages/forest
E—‘ 6] fringe villages con be ensured by providing basic and cssential dovelopmontal facilitics
B~ " und senso of socurity in scisitive urcas without compromising on envirommeitei

_\-,.-‘\ considerations und a balapce has to made between the economic/ dcv:lcpmm tal
' considerations on one hand and ecological considerations on the other. It ig mlpcralnu
vat Tor the creaticn of these facilities in forest/forest fringe area, most of the land

‘rement would havc to be met from (ho forest lands.

A emall beginning in this direction hag been mads when’ general approval under

. Stetion 2 of Fores( (Conscrvatlon) Act, 1980, was accorded for underground laying of

* clectricity cables nnd electrlc wlres to indlvidual houscholds, drinking water

supply/water pipclines, lelephone lines was accorded under certain conditions ville para

(iii) of the Guidolines of this Ministry's letter No.2-1/2003-FC dated 20-10- 2001, ‘which
is reproduced as under:

“In the tribal areas, thers shull be _Benoral.approval under Socuon 2 of the Foreat
(C‘onscrvntion) Act, 1960 for undargroudd laying of eléciricity cables and
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electric wires to individual households, drinking water supply/ water pipelines,
telephone lines, which involve felling of trees nof exceeding 50 number per
project(should be below 60 cm. girth olass) and are outside National Parks or
Wildlife Sanctuary and are laid alc > the roads.and within the existing right of
way. This gencral approval shall  “ubject to the condition that the Hodal
Officer shall certify compliance. ordg. of such works undortaken ghall Lo
maintained by the Nodal. Officer ‘ard tha- Tcm[orla] DFO. Nodal Officer rhall
acnd quarterly report to concemed Chief Consorvator of Forests (Regionul
Office) for monitoring purposc. In_Jicu of folling of wees, five timcs of the:
numbér of felled trees:shall be plantcd by e User Ageticy at or neer the site.
Any deviation, shall require permission from the Centrel Government under (te
l‘orest (Congervation) Act, 1980."

The issuc of according’ gencral approval in case of some critical developinentul.

and security rolated activities has again bocn reviewed by the Minisu'y of Environmont
and Forests holisticelly, and it has-been found appropriate that exiension of approval for
some other critical dovelopmé‘htnl end other initiatives meant for people's welfaro and
security, will go.a 1ong wey in educating tho masses, gencrating awareness and secking,
their cooperation iR conservation, rogencration-and:restoration of degraded forest £nd
creation of a sense of security among them.

In view of the sbove, and in eddition to general approval alrcady given for

certain aclivitics as stated above, the Centrdl Government, hereby conveys its generui
approval under Section-2 of the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 for diversion of forest
land to Government Departments for following zctivitics:
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Schools:

Dispensary/hospilal;,

Electric and telecommuniication liness

Drichiag water;

Waler/rainwater harvesting strugtirss;

Minbr imigation canal;:

Non-conventional spurceg of encrgy;

Skill up-gradation / vooatlonal training centrc;

Power sub-stations;

Communication posts; and

Police eslablishments; like police stations / outposts / border outposts / watch
towers, in sensitive areas (identlfied by Ministry of Home affairs).

The general approval shall be subject to fulfilment of following conditions:

(i)

(ii)

The forest. land to be diverted for ahove-mentioned specified developmental
‘works should be l¢ss than one hectare in cach case.

The clearance of such develdpmental projocts shall be subject to the
condition that the same is need based.



(iii)
(iv)
(v)
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(ix)
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(xi)
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The logal .status of the land shafl remain unchanged i.e. shall remain
Rescrved/Protested/Village/Unclasscd/other types “of forests/forcst as the
cas¢ may be.

The User Agency shall submit the project proposal to the State /-UT
Govemment in the prescribed’ format i.g. Form-A as provided in Rule-6 of
the Forest (Conservation) Rulzs, 2003,

The project ¢ should not involve felling of more thén fifty number of trees per
hccmrm'Comspondlng permissiblo limif of maximum number of trccs to be
felled for the forest area diverted, shall be in proportion to the extcm of the
diverted area.

The project sitc should be outside National P d i or

Protected Areas. -

The concerned Divisional Forest Officer shall assess the bare minimum
requirement of the forest land for the p_rojpot. whioch shall not oxceed one
hectare in each case ani{*will aleo cortify-to-this effect.

The User Agency will seck permission or diversion of forest land duly

recommended by Principal- Chiof Conserva:or of Forests, from the State/UT
Government.

The.Nodal Officer (Forest Cbnscwauanj shal, submit monthly report to the
concerned Regional Offica by $" of every month regularly rogarding
pproval of such cases. In {he event of failure, the excrciss of power by the

Ststei/ UT Govemment to grant such permission may be suspendead by the

Coulial Quyvormvul fur a opwifitd perled ¢f tinas ar till (ke information io
submitted.

Fhe User Agency shall plant: and maintain two {imes the number of trees
felled:on the diverted land to maintajn the green cover at the project cost.
Plapting .site for the purpose will be identifiecd by the State Forcst
Department (preferably within or in the surrounding area of the project).
Only indigenous forest tree.spooics shall be used for such plantations. Trees,
if planted on the diverted area, will not be felled without the permission of
the State Forest Devartment. Trees, planted in surrounding area, will belong
to State Forest Departineiit.

The User Agency shall be responsible for any loss to the flora / fauna in the

surrouridings -and, theréforé, shall take.ali possible measures to conserve the
samc.,
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(xii) The User Agency shall pay the Met Present. Valuo (NPV) of the divericd
foroat lond as cstablished by law.

(xiii) The permission granted by the Statc Government sball be subject to the
monitoring by the concemed- Regional Office of the Ministry of
Environment and Forests.,

(xiv) The forest land shall not be.wsed for eny purpose other than that specified in
the propos:;i Any dhango in - the Jand use without prior permission of the
Central Government- shall amount to the violation of Forest (Conscrvation)
Act, 1980, Request for such changcs’r:" 1ll'be madé to the Regional Office by
the Nodal Officer (Forest Conscrvation; of the State/UT.

{xv) The State Forest Dcpartment / State Government or the cencerned Pegional
Ofﬁcc. may impose from time to tim¢ any other condition in the intcrest of
¢onscrvation, protection.and/or developmeat of forests.

This gencral approval under the Forest (Conscrvation) Act, 1980 |s granted
Inltially for n perlod of two years ending 31.12.2006 and will be subjzct to review

thereafter. -
Yours faithfully,
.‘:b

N
_ oY
(ANURAG BAJPAI)
Assft. Inspector Gencral of Forests
Copy to:-

1 . PMO (Atten.: Shri K, V.. Pratap Déepity Secretary), New Dclhi.
2. Sccretary, Ministry- a£:Home Afthirs, Now Dolhi.

3. Secretary, Planning’ Commlhsiun, Neove Dolhi.

4. Sccretary, Ministry of Rural Dovelopt.ient, New Delhi.

5. Secretary, Ministry of Tribal affiiire, Now Delhi.

0. All PCCFs/Nodal Officers (All States/UTs). -

T, All Reglonal Offices, Ministry of Ecvironment and Forests.
8. Director General of Police (All Statcs/UTs).

9. Director(FC) / AI1Gs(FC).

10:  FileNo22-1/2003-FC

il Gunrd file,
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