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No. F-15-05-2015-X-2.—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (2) of Section 26
read with clause (d) of Section 76 of Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1927), the State Government,

hereby, makes the following rules for recreation and wildlife experience in reserve forests, namely:—

1. Short title, extent and commencement:-

(1)  These rules may be called the Madhya Pradesh Forest (Recreation and
Wildlife Experience) Rules, 2015.

(2)  They shall extend to the whole State of Madhya Pradesh except the
reserve forest area which falls under any Sanctuary or National Park
notified under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

(3)  They shall come into force from the date of their publication in the
Madhya Pradesh Gazette,

2. Definitions.- In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(a) “Camping” means a place where camping tents or camping
huts are made for temporary lodging and boarding;

(b) “Camping tents” means a portable shelter made up of cloth,
supported by one or more poles and stretched tight by cords or
loops attached to pegs driven into the ground;

(c) “Camping huts” means a temporary shelter made through
materials such as wood or mud, including tree top huts;

(d) “Forestry Year” means the period beginning from 1st July and
ending on 304 June;
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(f)

(2

(h)

(1)

)

(k)

U

(m)

(n)

()

(p)

(t)

“Government” means the Government of Madhya Pradesh;
“license” means a license granted under these rules;

“Machaan” means a platform made of wood used for watching
natural beauty or wild animals in a forest area;

“Nature Trail” means a path through the forest area that is
intended to attract the walkers attention to interesting plants,
animals and other features.

“Pagoda” means a temporary rest area with canopy;
“Permit” means a permit granted under these rules;

“Recreational activities” include camping, trekking, hiking,
boating, photography, zip-lining, nature trails, bird watching,
wildlife safari, cycling, picnicking, water cruise and other such
activities.

“Recreational area” means an area within any reserve forest as
notified under rule 3;

“Recreational facilities” include cafeteria, camping huts or
tents, machaan, pagoda, sit out, boat jettics, souvenir shop,
tourist centre, parking arca and other such activities that
provide services to the tourists;

“Road Safari” mcans the use of a vehicle for movement in the
forest area for the purpose of observing wild animals;

“Sit outs” means the temporary resting facility;

“Trekking” means walking (or being otherwise present) in the
forest area, for the purpose of enjoying the natural beauty or
other cultural and aesthetic features of the tract, without having
any bona fide business in that general location;

“water body” includes any water channel, reservoir, river,
stream and lake, whether artificial or natural, and wet land;

“Water cruise” means movement in a water on a boat,
propelled mechanically or otherwise, with a purpose to enjoy the
surrounding scenic beauty or wild-life;

“Wwildlife experience” means observing the activities of wild
animals in their natural habitat in forests; and

“Wildlife experience area” means an arca within any reserve.
forest as notified under rule 4.
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Recreational Areas.-

(1)

(2)

The State Government may, by notification, declare any area
comprised within any reserve forest as a recreational area if it
considers that people shall have the right of access to that area
for the purpose of recreation on such conditions and payment of
fees, as may be notified, from time to time.

The notification referred to in sub-section (1) shall specify, as
nearly as possible, the situation and limits of such area.

Wildlife Experience Areas.-

(1)

(2)

The State Government may, by notification, declare any area
comprised within any reserve forest as a wildlife experience area
if it considers that people shall have the right of access to the
area for the purpose of observing wild animals in their natural
habitats on such conditions and payment of fees, as may be
notified, from time to time.

The notification referred to in sub-section (1) shall specify, as
nearly as possible, the situation and limits of such area.

Recreational Facilities.-

(1)

(2)

The Divisional Forest Officer shall take such measures as he
deems desirable to facilitate, either directly or indirectly through
any business entity, recreation or wildlife experience in the
recreation area or the wildlife area, as the case may be.

In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, the Divisional Forest' Officer may take
measures to develop and operate or to facilitate the operation of,
the recreational facilities including road safari, water cruise,
cafeteria, camps, etc.

Entry permit.-

(1)

No person or vehicle shall enter any recreational area or wildlife
experience area for the purpose of recreation without a valid
permit issued by the Divisional Forest Officer or by an officer
authorized by him for this purpose, as per the conditions and
on payment cf such fees to the Government, as may be notified
in these rules.
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(2) Entry permit shall be individual, non-transferable and valid for
one time entry or for the period mentioned in the entry permit.
(3) The Divisional Forest Officer or the officer authorized by him
may stop the entry for a specific period, under special
circumstances, that may warrant such action for the safety of
the wildlife or the human beings,
7. Entry fee.-
(1) Rates of entry fee for admission into a recreational area or
wildlife experience area shall be as follows:-
TABLE -~ 1
S. Type of Area On Foot/Cycle Two Wheeler Light Vehicles |Mini Bus | Standard
No. Vehicles (Jeep, Car, Gypsy Bus
with maximum
seating capacity of
8 persons)
Tﬁ&iﬁ:_‘_; Foreigners | Indian | Foreigners | Indian [Foreigners
0 e[ ® | ® [® [ O [ @] ® | @ | 0o |
1 |Wildlife Not Permitted Not Permitted |[Rs.100| Rs. 250 Not Permitted
experience
larea
Recreational Rs. 10 [Rs. 20 |Rs.25] Rs.50 |Rs.100| Rs.250 |Rs.250 |Rs. 500
2 lArea
Note

(1)

Entry on foot or on cycle or on a two wheeler vehicle or on

a bus shall not be permitted into a wildlife experience

The rate of fee mentioned above for entry on foot/cycle is

for one person where as for automobiles shall be per

20 persons shall be treated as a mini bus.

area.
(2)

automobile.
(3)
(4)

A bus with a permitted sitting capacity of not more than

On payment of the entry fee, the person or the vehicle

shall be permitted to reach the area approved by the
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)

()

Divisional Forest Officer for the purpose of assembly of
the persons or parking of the vehicles only.

Rates fixed for foreigners shall be applicable, if persons of
mixed nationalities are travelling in a vehicle.

In case of cancellation of entry permit, 20% of the ticket
amount along with processing charge shall be deducted.

(2) No fee shall be charged for the entry of children up to 5 years of
age visiting with their parents.

Activity Fee.- [n addition to the entry fee payable as per rule 7 and
the charge for availing any recrcational facility payable to the operator
of that facility, fee shall be payable to the Government at the notified
rates for experiencing the following activities inside the recreational
arca or the wildlife experience area, as the case may be, namely:-

Table - 2
S.No.| Purpose of entry | Indian | Foreigners Remarks

(1) @) (4) (5) (6)

1. |Camping Rs. 50 Rs. 100 er person per night |
o Wildlife viewing by | Rs. 50 Rs. 100 |per person per round

" vehicle
3. |[Water Cruise Rs. 50 Rs. 100 er person per round
Note :-1. Rates mentioned above shall be applicable for the

forestry year 2015-16.

Rates for foreigners shall be applicable, if persons of
mixed nationalities are travelling in a vehicle.

The Divisional Forest Officer may make the provision for
registration of vehicle drivers and vehicles that are coming
regularly for wildlife viewing. Drivers shall not be counted
in the number of passengers allowed in a vehicle, if the
vehicle and the driver is registered with the Divisional
Forest Officer.

It shall be compulsory to keep the identity proofs of all the
visitors listed in the entry permit. Entry permit shall be
cancelled if the identities of the persons mentioned in it
cannot be ascertained.
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5. Duration of one round of wildlife viewing or boating shall
be fixed by the Divisional Forest Officer of the recreational
area or the wildlife experience area.

6. Visitors are permitted to use their still or video cameras
free of cost during such fixed round.

7. Routes to be kept open for wildlife experience and
maximum number of vehicles of various types to be
permitted on these routes in a wildlife experience area
shall be decided by the Divisional Forest Officer according
to local circumstances.

8. For those wildlife experience areas, where online ticket
booking system is operational, the names of additional
visitors may be added online or at the entry gate on the
previously booked tickets, if the space is available in the
vehicle, on the condition that entry fee of Rs 20 for Indian
Visitors and Rs. 50 for foreigners visitors shall be charged
for each addition of new name.

9. Registered Overseas Citizens of India and nationals of
SAARC countries shall be charged the same entry fee or
activity fee as domestic Indian visitors may need to pay to
visit recreational areas in India.

10. No additional fee shall be payable for trekking/cycling on
designated routes.

Restrictions in a Wildlife Experience Area.-

(1)  The period between 16t June and 30t September shall be the
prohibited period for wildlife experience area and it shall remain
open for wildlife experience including photography for rest of the
period of forestry year.

(2) Camping is not permitted in a wildlife experience area.

(3) Road safari and water cruise is not permitted in a wildlife
experience area before sunrise and after sunset.
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10. Use of Income.- Since the conservation of forests and wildlife habitats
therein requires the active support of the local community, the income
from the recreational area or the-wildlife experience area shall be
utilized for the following purpose, namely:-
(a)  protection and improvement of the forest inside the recreational
area;
(b) development of recreational facilities in the recreational area
and maintenance thereof; and
(c) welfare of the local community.
11. Duties of the Visitors.- No person shall destroy, damage or deface

any writing or sign boards etc. on any tree, bridge, rock, fence, seat,
notice board, trash box or any other article or place, in any
recreational area.
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