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Training in Hospitality

The Kanha National Park
management has made a novel effort to
help youth from villages within the tiger
reserve to provide employment
commensurate with a new set of skills
imparted to them with professional help. The
management has entered into a tripartite
agreement with the Indian Hotel Company
Ltd. and PRATHAM Education Foundation
to select eligible youth from such villages
and train them in hospitality skills. This
training is being imparted at the Khatia
Hospitality Centre. After the completion of
this training, these youth get good opportunities for employment in the hospitality sector. So
far, 10 such batches have passed out and all of them are well placed. Mr. Sanjay Kumar
Shukla, Field Director, Kanha Tiger Reserve, on 29" November, 2016, gave away
certificates and employment letters to 34 passouts of the 10" batch. Around 350 boys and
girls have been benefited by this programme so far, and families of such successful youth
are extremely happy with this initiative.
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The Kanha-Pench Corridor Walk

Kanha and Pench are two of the finest protected areas in India. While, in general, connectivity
between two protected areas is not satisfactory in the country, the Kanha-Pench corridor does
support a tremendous potential for very promising ecological linkage for movement of wild animals,
specially the tiger.

Under the concept of wildlife corridor management, it is very important to spread awareness
about its importance and take local people, living all along the corridor, into confidence. This Kanha-
Pench corridor walk, organized by WWF-India and undertaken by eminent conservationists, wildlife
managers and enthusiasts is one such endeavor in the right direction. Participants included: Mr.
Sanjay Kumar Shukla, Field Director, Kanha Tiger Reserve, Mr. Ravi Singh, Secretary General,
WWE-India, New Delhi, Dr. Claude Martin, former Director General of WWF International, along with
their supporting teams.



Wildlife Photography Contest

Theme : Wildlife Animals of Madhya Pradesh

A wildlife photography contest was
organized by MP Tiger Foundation Society in
the month of October, the results of which were
declared in the month of November. The winner,
Mr. Naresh Singh was awarded a prize of 50,000
rupees and nine consolation prizes of 5000
rupees each were also given away.

In the same contest the top three
photographs which received maximum likes on
Facebook were awarded "Facebook Favourite
Awards". The winner, Mr. Jitender Govindani

was awarded a prize of 5000 rupees, the first |

and second runners up were given a prize of
3000 rupees and 2000 rupees respectively.

Theme : Wildlife Habitats & Landscapes of
Madhya Pradesh

This was a second wildlife photography
contest organized by MP Tiger Foundation
Society in the month of October, the results of
which were declared in the month of November.
The winner, Mr. Mohammed Kasim was
awarded a voucher entitling him for a 2 nights
stay atahoteland Rs 20,000 -/ cash.
The top three photographs which received
maximum likes on Facebook were awarded
"Facebook Favourite Awards". Mr. Sarosh Lodhi
with the maximum likes won the first prize and
was awarded a cash prize of 5000 rupees.

Photograph by Mohammed Kasim : .
()

}.-

Photograph by Jitender Govindani

Photograph by Sarosh Lodhi
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Status Report - Tigers, Co-predators and Prey in Protected Areas of Madhya Pradesh, 2016

State Forest Research Institute published a report 'Status
Report - Tigers, co-predators, and prey in protected areas
of Madhya Pradesh 2016"' which was released by the
Honorable Minister of Forests, in a National Conference
on Biodiversity held on 19th October at RCPV Naronha
Academy of Administration, Bhopal. This was the result of
a project undertaken by SFRI on "Monitoring and ¥
Evaluation of Wildlife and their habitats for sustainable j
Management and development in the Protected Areas of
Madhya Pradesh."

The executive summary of the report mentions that
during this study 14447.8 km square of protected area was
surveyed for laying out 12787 transact lines with total walk
effort of 8396.9 km and covering 9851.03 km square area
for camera trapping. The overall population size of tiger is
estimated to be 259 ranging from 251 to 331 (tigers aging -
less than one year notincluded). sr%;‘ﬁssr RESEARCH INSTITUTE

The maximum tiger density was found in Pench _ S i LEACHrAFRAYER (O |

Tiger Reserve which is 3.8 plus minus 0.5 per 100 km e e
square followed by Bandhavgarh 3.6 plus minus 0.4 and
Kanha Tiger Reserve 3.54 plus minus 0.4.
The ungulate densities have been estimated for major prey species i.e. chital, sambar, nilgai, wild
pig, langur, gaur, chinkara, barasingha, barking deer and black buck. Narsinghgarh wildlife
sanctuary, Kuno-Palpur wildlife sanctuary, Pench Tiger Reseve, Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve and
Madhav National Park were recorded as high chital density areas. In case of sambar, maximum
density was recorded in Madhav National Park (8.5 plus minus 1.3/km square).

Gaur density was found to be maximum in Satpura Tiger Reserve (7.5 plus minus 4.2/km
square) followed by Kanha Tiger Reserve (4.5 plus minus 1.1/km square) and Pench Tiger Reseve
(2.5 plus minus 0.9/km square). In Bandhavgarh Tiger Reseve, though gaur has been reintroduced
recently but density was not estimated due to the low sample size.

Hard Ground Barasingha was only detected on the line transects at Kanha Tiger Reserve. Though,
Barasingha has been recently introduced in Satpura Tiger Reserve, but it was not detected on line
transects.

Amongst all the protected areas of Madhya Pradesh, the density of black buck was found to be
highestin Bagdara wildlife sanctuary (54.5 plus minus 26.5/km square).

Density of both, wild pig and nilgai was found to be the maximum in Kheoni Wildlife Sanctuary.

The result of the present monitoring and the generated database will facilitate protected area
managers to understand the spatial distribution of tiger, co-predators and prey species.

Tiger population estimation (2016) of six Tiger Reserves of Madhya Pradesh has been
compared with earlier tiger population estimation of 2014. The overall population is showing an
increase in trend, though the gap period is too small to draw any conclusive inference.

The high abundance of prey and predators has been observed in most of the protected areas
which illustrates the vitality of the faunal assemblage of the state.
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ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE BHOPAL IS HOSTING AN EXHIBITION ON GOND ART

Brmglng alive the forest
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NTCA approves release of
Rs 136 cr for 17 tiger reserves
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Bandhavgarh Park sees rise in
domestic tourists this season
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Shri Sreenivasa Murthy, Rangaiah, IFS awarded the Madhya Pradesh

Gaurav Samman, 2016

Sreenivasa Murthy, Rangaiah is a serving Forest
Officer of Indian Forest Service (1987 batch) in
the state of Madhya Pradesh.

As Field Director, Panna Tiger Reserve, he was
the team leader that revived the Panna tigers
from zero to 32 by implementing world famous
Panna Tiger Reintroduction between 2009 and
2015. He opened up a new window of Tiger
Conservation by successfully re-wilding two
orphaned tigers whose mother got killed when
they were just 30 days old. He successfully re-
introduced six female tigers from different Tiger
Reserves of MP at Panna who achieved 100%
breeding success among all reintroduced female
tigers. He domesticated a semi-wild elephant in
2011. He followed the path of 'Tiger
Conservation with People's Support' at Panna.
During his tenure Panna Tiger Reserve got the
"Award of Excellence in Active Management"
from NTCA for three consecutive years in 2012,
2013 and 2014 and WII-NTCA ranked Panna
Tiger Reserve as 'Very Good' in their Management
Effective Evaluation in 2010 and 2014. At Panna
he started an innovative ongoing Nature
Awareness programme, "Panna Nature Camps"
forlocals and completed 100 such camps.

For his services in Panna Tiger Reserve, for his
role in re-establishing the tiger population, in
taming of wild elephants and vulture
conservation, Mr. R. Sreenivasa Murthy has
been awarded the prestigious Madhya Pradesh

Gaurav Samman 2016 by the Honourable Chief §

Minister of Madhya Pradesh on 1st Nov 2016,
the foundation day of the state.

He has also received the following awards :

1. 'Baagh Mitra2011' Award from WWF-India and PATAin 2012

2. RBS Earth HeroAward in 2015.
3. Medal and Award of Excellence in 2016

4. Selectedfor CM's Excellence Award Madhya Pradesh Governmentin 2016.
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OtherAwards & Commendations received by Shri Ritesh Sirothiya

“Civil service day best officer award” in May 2015 at Chhindwara.

Certificate of excellence “Pangolin case investigation'in August 2016 at Chhindwara.

»  “State level Commendation certificate” for 'wildlife protection works'in Oct 2015 at Bhopal.

»  “State level forest officer award” for 'breaking the national nexus of pangolin poaching and
trading of its parts'in Feb 2016 at Bhopal.
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Ecotourism LU 2 delilel a2l

Sites Near Bhopal

Madhya Pradesh, often called the Heart Of India, is endowed with rich and diverse forest
resources. Madhya Pradesh is a state which has huge potential for ecotourism and in the process it
not only can generate huge amount of funds for conservation programs but can also provide
economic benefits for the communities living in remote areas.

Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Development Board, an autonomous organization in the forest
department of the Government of Madhya Pradesh has taken steps to link the tourists who wish to
experience powerful manifestations of nature and local traditions with the local communities. Some
ecotourism destinations around Bhopal are :-

SAMARDHA JUNGLE CAMP

Samardha fits perfectly as a weekend getaway. Samardha, an eco-tourism destination that
tantalizes with its cultural experiences, treks to dams and waterfalls and showers you with adventure
activities such as river crossing and mountain biking. Go aim for the bull's eye as you attain a focused
state with archery or just let the adrenaline pump up your spirits with Mountain Biking through the
jungle terrains as you experience the culture and even the silence broken by the sweet sounds of
birds. As you camp in the open forest area, you are graced with a mix of leisure and culture,
adventure activities and mountain biking treks! Its no luxury camp, but it has all the ingredients to take
you far away from your everyday life into a dream world full of nature and adventure while you enjoy
the taste of local cuisine too.

Activities You Can Enjoy In Samardha
e Trekking
e Walk To The Rock
e Nature Walk/Bird Watching
e Mountain Biking
e Rope BasedActivities
e Archery
e PaintBall
e Bullock CartRide
e Kayaking

Kerwa Jungle Camp

Kerwa Jungle Camp and Adventure
Sports will offer you an enriching experience to
cherish! Kerwa is well-endowed with natural
and cultural assets that grace you with
adventurous activities and scenic forest
greenery. The adventure and jungle camping
experience at Kerwa brings forth a mix of fun g
and pleasure amidst the rocky terrains, the
verdant settings and the captivating wildlife that
inhibit it. Developed as an ecotourism
destination, Kerwa breathes into you its
tranquility and liveliness to revive, rejuvenate
and unwind and offers a spell of adrenaline
rush too.
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Activities To Enjoy In Kerwa
e Bird watching
e Trek tothe Kerwa Dam
e Paintball
e Rappelling
e River Crossing
o Sky Zipping with South-East Asia's longest twin zip line
e Local cuisines such as Dal Baffle, Dal Bhati and Mahua ka Cheela

Kathotiya, Bhopal
Kathotiya Jungle Camp and Adventure Sports will offer you a unique romantic experience that

will bring together minimalist living with enriching natural wealth and exciting adventure sports. You
may appreciate the prehistoric rock paintings amid a real jungle experience.

The adventure and jungle camping experience at Kathotiya Forestincludes :-
e Bicycling
e Hiking,
¢ River-crossing
e Rappelling
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Feedback, suggestions and contributions are
welcome at dcfpracharprasar@mp.gov.in
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Madhya Pradesh Forest Department
Satpura Bhawan, Bhopal - 462004
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