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Editorial

Do you think that we, in general, underestimate the importance of trees?
They are not merely pleasant sources of shade but a potential major answer to
some of our most pressing environmental problems. Trees, our planet's heat
shield, the sequesters of carbon dioxide, nature's water filters, economically
advantageous, providing environmental and aesthetic benefits, no less than a
near miracle and we take them for granted. Not anymore!

l A mega plantation drive was initiated by the Honorable Chief Minister of

Madhya Pradesh himself. His aim, to protect the environment and save river
Narmada the "life line" of MP flowing in the state. He directed and led a massive campaign to convert
plantation drive as a festive activity taken up by not only government institutions but by every section
of the community at large. The H'ble Chief Minister, the Minister of Forests, and the Minister of State
Forests Madhya Pradesh sent out separate messages on celebrating 'Hariyali Mahotsav' assuring
people of their commitment to the cause of forest conservation and protection and urging them to
plant trees and take up collective responsibility of their upkeep.

The Forest Department as well as other departments of the Government worked tirelessly and
with full commitment towards creating awareness among people about environmental issues and
were involved in systematic and large scale preparations for planting of about six crore saplings (on
2ndJuly 2017), along the banks of river Narmada.

While the department was preparing for the massive tree plantation drive, a tragedy struck on
18th May when we lost a guide, an environmentalist and our respected Minister of State
(independent charge) Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Anil Madhav Dave. We pay
tribute and salute him for his passion and commitment towards the environment, very aptly
expressed in his last wish, "If you want to cherish my memories, plant trees and save them. This
would give me pleasure."

During the months of April to June a lot of hard work was put in by the various wings of our
department towards nurturing of planting stock, field preparation for plantations, conducting
workshops to 'connect people to nature', creating awareness on the need to protect biodiversity
using innovative ways, mobilizing support of local communities for plantation, protecting the
interests of forest produce collecting people, providing health care in the remotest of forest villages.
The wildlife wing deputed trained 'dog squads' for strengthening wildlife protection, the State Tiger
Strike Force continued to fearlessly nab criminals and bring them to justice and continued to create
new standards in active management of wildlife and its protection.

Here is a glimpse of the 'people and nature' centric activities and the commitment shown by
our forest family. Hope you appreciate the efforts.

lam reminded of an old proverb that seems apt for the moment, "When is the best time to plant
atree? " The answer: "Twenty years ago. The second best time? Today."

Hope you have planted your tree!

With Best Compliments. /‘%/

(Sameeta Rajora)
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Madhya Pradesh State Biodiversity Board on
20th May 2017 set into motion a special 3-day
programme beginning with a 2-day bird watching
and training camp at Kerva, Vanvihar and Kaliasot
on May 20th and 21st keeping in focus the theme
“Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism” chosen by
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) to mark the “International
Biological Diversity Day” on May 22.

The camp on the first day was led by Additional
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Member
Secretary State Biodiversity Board and former Field

Director Panna Tiger Reserve, R. Sreenivasa
Murthy. Prominent among those who joined the
camp were WWF Madhya Pradesh-Chhattisgarh
director Sangeeta Saxena, Director Indira Awas and
senior Indian Forest Service Officer and former
Field Director Kanha Tiger Reserve, Jasbeer Singh
Chouhan, senior journalist Lalit Sastri, Dr. Ankur
Awadhiya, IFS, Suresh Waghmare and Umakant
Dixit, both retired Deputy Forest Conservators,
Mohammad Khaliq and Sangita Rajgir of Bhopal
Birds. Several volunteers from WWF and Army also
took part.

The theme “Biodiversity and Sustainable




Tourism” had been chosen to coincide with the
observance of 2017 as the International Year of
Sustainable Tourism for Development as
proclaimed by the United Nations General
Assembly in its resolution 70/1931 and for which
the United Nations World Tourism Organization is
providing leadership.

Biodiversity, at the level of species and
ecosystems, provides an important foundation for
many aspects of tourism. Recognition of the great
importance to tourism economies of attractive
landscapes and a rich biodiversity underpins the
political and economic case for biodiversity
conservation. Many issues addressed under the
Convention on Biological Diversity directly affect
the tourism sector. A well-managed tourist sector

=N e g e A ————

can contribute significantly to reducing threats to,
and maintain or increase, key wildlife populations
and biodiversity values through tourism revenue.

Celebration of the International Biological
Diversity Day under this theme therefore provides
an opportunity to raise awareness and action
towards the important contribution of sustainable
tourism both to economic growth and to the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

A State level event of International Biological
Diversity Day 2017 was organized in Bhopal at
Academy of Administration on 22nd of May 2017.
The theme of the workshop was Biodiversity-
Sustainable Tourism and Local livelihoods:
Opportunities and Challenges for Madhya Pradesh
torealize the Potential.
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World Environment Day
Celebrations

Pench Tiger Reserve’s ‘Walk with Nature’

The life in cities today has become very hectic.
With the traffic on the rise and the pollution levels
increasing, each passing day is becoming more and
more stressful. On the occasion of World
Environment Day celebrated on 5th June the Pench
Tiger Reserve Management made an effort to
connect people with nature. It gave them an
opportunity to experience some serenity away
from the city life. As the international theme was
“Connecting with Nature”, the management
organized a Nature Trail in the Rukhad forest area of
Pench Tiger Reserve.

The aim of the nature trail was to make a
change in people’s perception about the forest. A
tourist perception is generally concentrated on the
big cats, and hence they neglect all the other
minute recordings of flora and fauna present there.
This nature trail was organized to target the
audience towards the other elements of nature and
showing them the work put in conservation of
every little species within the park.

The event was open for local participants and
therefore various channels like newspapers and
various other platforms of social media like
Facebook and Twitter were used to reach out to the

Environment
Day

public. The participants were a group of about 35
people both young and old. They could see every
microscopic detail of the forest. From the fig-fly
that ripens the fruit to the antlers shed by the deer,
eaten bark of the trees, importance of unique rock
habitats, the termite hill and ant hill, and all other
observations were described. The mechanism of
forest was explained in a short span. They were also
acknowledged with participation certificates and
caps.

The target listeners were explained how
everything is interdependent inside and outside of
the forest. They were given a glimpse of the
intensity of damages to the forest done by
mankind, and after this enriching educational
experience itis expected that the audience will help
reducing this damage by connecting to the nature.
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Contest /
Wildlife Wonders of Madhya Pradesh Photogranhy

b

Photo: Mr. Deepansh Mishra

Theme : Birds Of Madhya Pradesh

The fourth series of the Wild life photography contest
"Wildlife Wonders of Madhya Pradesh" was organized
by MP Tiger Foundation Society. The winner, Mr.
Deepansh Mishra was awarded a voucher entitling him
fora2 Night hotel stayand Rs20,000-/ cash.

The top three photographs which received maximum
likes in Facebook were awarded "Facebook Favourite
Awards". The winner with 394 likes, Mr. Devang
Shrimali was awarded a prize of 5000 rupees. The first
and second runners up were given a prize of 3000
rupees and 2000 rupees respectively. A total of 10
participants received a special mention award. They } R .
were awarded a prize money of 5000 rupees. Photo: Mr. Devang Shrimali

Photo: Miss. Anna Maria Fernandis Photo: Mr. Mridul Soni
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Feedback, suggestions, and contributions are welcome at dcfpracharprasar@mp.gov.in
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Source : "Wildlife Wonders of Madhya Pradesh" organized by MP Tiger Foundation Society
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