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Tiger Day Celebrations

Awareness Generation in Human Wildlife Conflict Prone Areas near
Bhopal

On the occasion of Global Tiger Day - 29th July, MP Tiger Foundation Society organizes various events and
campaigns for children and youth in Bhopal for generating awareness regarding Wildlife Conservation.

This year, the MP Tiger Foundation Society partnered with Regional Museum of Natural History, Bhopal
(RMNH), Global Biodiversity Education Society and schools in Mendora region near Bhopal. A one day
awareness event was organized for youth in Mendora Region near Bhopal at the Kerwa Ecotourism Centre.
The rationale for organizing the event was to create a dialogue with the youth and understand their
perceptions and thoughts about the presence of Tiger near Kerwa Region. The program was conducted
in an interactive manner and concepts of Food Chain, Ecosystem Services and Water Cycles etc. were
discussed with participants by making use of participatory learning games.

Group activity was conducted in the Technical Session whereby the participants brainstormed and
expressed their thoughts and opinions in an illustrative manner. Subject experts then communicated with
the participants to give essential inputs on the thoughts evoked throughout the day and implications of
wildlife conservation and tiger movement in Mendora region.
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5. Workshop on Research Formulation Organized

A one day work shop was organized in the Institute on Research Project Formulation on 14th August 2017. Dr.
Navin Sharma, Professor, AMITY University and ex-fellow World Agro Forestry Centre, New Delhi was the key
speaker on this occasion. He deliberated upon various issues regarding the skill and knowledge required in
the formulation of research projects for submission to the international and national research project funding
agencies.

%’i}'&

Release of Technical Bulletin Organization of the Workshop
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Kanha Bhoor Singh School

A Noble Initaitive

Kanha Tiger Reserve, established in the year 1973, is not only one of the prominent reserves in our
country, but has also proved itself exemplary in terms of innovative wildlife management and conservation
practices. Known to be a safe haven for the tiger and other denizens of the forest, the reserve owes its well-
sculpted system to the staff of the park that has considerably invested of itself in this great conservation
arena. The Kanha management has undertaken an initiative to start a school for the young children of
the staff and those of nearby villages in order to help develop a foundation for their education. This
initiative took shape in the summer of 2017. The school has been set up at Mukki. This school would offer
admission to the staff’s children eligible to enrol in nursery, LKG and UKG as government schools do not
offer this facility.

This school-cum-day-care facility will not only allow the children to enjoy a formal educational setting,
where they will get used to the idea of a school, learn new concepts, interact with other children etc, but
also allow them to be at par with students studying in private schools. An added bonus would be for the
parents, who would be less stressed about their children there by allowing them a smoother working
schedule.

Apart from tending to the younger children, the school will also provide coaching classes for Maths,
Physics, Computer Science and Spoken English. This will help in strengthening the subject knowledge for
the elder students. As of now, 4 teachers have been deployed for teaching and running of the school.
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Vulture Conservation: From Chick To Fledgling

Story of two Vulture chicks

The Vulture Conservation and Breeding Centre of Bhopal has successfully done the breeding of both
the Long-billed vulture and White-backed vulture. The successful fledging of a Long-billed vulture and
a White-backed vulture at the centre is a landmark event indicating successful rearing of the species in
captivity for the first time in the country.

Long-billed Vulture

The first ever nestling of Long-
billed vulture hatched at VCBC
Bhopal fledged on 10th August
2017. The egg hatched on
the 2nd of April 2017 and the
nestling remained on the nest for
approximately 130 days.

The parent vultures kept the
nestling warm (brooding) by
sitting on it in incubation posture.
The brooding continued for almost
45 days after the egg hatched till
the nestling was able to maintain
its body temperature. The parent
vultures however spent most of
the time on or near the nest after
the brooding had stopped. After
the initial 45 days the nestling
was able to stand for short
durations. This duration increased
once it was 60 days old. Both the
parents took equal part in rearing
the nestling, including feeding,
cleaning, brooding and defending
the nest. When the nestling
was over 110 days old, it was
observed that the female vulture
started maintaining a distance
from the nest. The male vulture
however continued to stay near
the nestling. The nestling when
120 days old, started to jump and




flap its wings more often on the nest.
This was an indication that it would
leave the nest soon. It was on the
10th of August 2017 that the nestling
took its first flight. The nestling was
closely monitored throughout the
day, and it was observed to fly around
the aviary for about 30 minutes after
which it returned to its nest.

White-backed Vulture

Following the hatching of the White-
backed vulture chick on the 1st of
March, 2017, the parent vultures
brooded it for about 45 days,
till the chick developed its own
thermoregulation. After the brooding
period, the chick was under constant
care of its parents, who would defend
the nest from any other curious
vulture. Both the male and female
parent were observed to be equally
involved in rearing the chick, which
included activities such as feeding,
cleaning, brooding and defending
the nest. When the nestling period
of 100 days was over, it was observed
that the parents started to maintain a
distance from the nest, but were still
alert to any potential dangers and
would promptly come to the nest
to drive away any intruding vulture.
After the chick was 110 days old, it
would jump and flap its wings in the
nest, which was an indication that it
would fledge soon. The chick fledged
in the early morning of 25th June,
when it was seen on a tree placed
in the aviary. The chick was closely
monitored throughout the day, and
it was observed to roam around the
aviary and flap fly to various perches
and nest cots.
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Sensitization Workshop on
Conservation Assured Tiger
Standards CA|TS)

2nd August 2017

Summary Record of Proceedings

A 1-day sensitization workshop on Conservation
Assured Tiger Standards was organized at the RCVP
Noronha Academy of Administration, Bhopal on 2nd
August 2017 for the Divisional Forest Officers and
Chief Conservators of Forests from both Protected
and Territorial areas.

The inauguration of the event saw Dr. Joydeep Bose
from WWF India give an overview of the CA|TS
programme, and the 7 pillars and elements of the
standards. This was followed by Dr. Rajesh Gopal,
Secretary General (GTF) explaining about the
significance of the programme, difference between
Management Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) and
CA|TS as well as a brief on the Global Tiger Forum
(GTF). After this the Chief Wildlife Warden, Shri
Jitendra Agrawal gave insight into the efforts being
taken by the state of Madhya Pradesh for tiger
conservation.

CA|TS in Madhya Pradesh would be implemented in
areas outside Tiger Reserves that are significant for
the conservation of tigers. So far, 11 areas including
forest divisions and wildlife sanctuaries have been
registered with CA|TS.

Shri Khalid Pasha, WWEF Singapore presented,
in detail, how the accreditation process would
be followed through the example of Lansdowne
division in Uttarakhand which is the first accredited
site in India. This was followed by the description of
the MEE process by Dr. S.P. Yadav, Assistant Secretary
General (GTF) for the benefit of the Territorial area
managers.
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The Divisional Forest Officers of select areas made

a presentation about the conservation efforts and

threats in their areas.

The following important suggestions were made:

e Dr. Rajesh Gopal appreciated the department’s
effort in managing tigers in urban landscape
and stated that a report may be prepared so
that this can become a model for the world.

e He suggested that remotely sensed data
should be used to understand tiger movement
viz-a-viz the temporal changes in land use to
prepare an atlas.

e He also suggested that Infrasound deer
repellants being used in U.S. should be used
as a measure to reduce railway accidents
especially in areas like Ratapani Wildlife
Sanctuary.

Shri B.S. Bonal, Project Leader (GTF) presented

the status of CA|TS implementation and explained

the procedure for getting accreditation, which the

selected divisions will be following, as under:

e Preparation of self-appraisal report on MEE and
CA|TS by the registered divisions as per the
prescribed formats (to be made available on the
department’s website)

e Submission of report to the GTF (implementing
agency)

e Field review by the team of experts

e Submission of assessment reports by the experts
to the GTF

e  Presentation of the assessment reports to the
National Committee

e Submission of the report and recommendations
of the National Committee to the International
Committee for accreditation

The following important decisions were made at the
end of the workshop:

1. Divisions to prepare reports according to the
formats before the expert teams can visit the
areas.

2. A nodal person should be selected from
among the staff of the division who would
be responsible for preparation and timely
submission of the reports

3. BCRLIP contract staff to assist in the process.

4. Final reports to be submitted by March 2018.
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Pench Monsoon Trek

The Pench Tiger Reserve organised a three-day
wilderness experience of camping and trekking
in Rukhad forest of Pench Tiger Reserve Buffer
from 4th to 6th August, 2017. The trek started
from Rukhad and continued till Sakata.

The Rukhad-Sakata trek in the buffer forest of
Pench Tiger Reseve passes through some of the
pristine forests in Central India. These forests
were a part of Pench-Kanha corridor. The trek
took its participants through several scenic spots
like Kuraigarh & Hathidoh and culminated in the
forest village of Sakata with its old heritage Forest
with its old heritage Forest Rest house in 1903.

The day wise activities of the trek were as follows :-
Day 0: Assemble at Rukhad night camp at Dudhia Talab

Day 1: Trek from Dudhia Talab to Dhaman Manda via climbing Kuraigarh & night camping near Dhaman
Manda.

Day 2: Trek from Dhaman Manda to Sakata via Hathidoh & night camping near Dhaman Manda.

Day 3: Exploration of nearby area of Sakata.
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Ecotourism

Destinations in
Madhya Pradesh :
Kukru Khamla

Over the decades Madhya Pradesh has
successfully emerged as one of the most
sought after ecotourism destination of India.
In this resounding success Betul district has
also made immensely valuable contribution.
Kukru Khamla is one of the hidden gems of
Betul district. It is actually a small hillock area
surrounded by lush green Satpuda Mountain
ranges. From the atop of the hill you get

a panoramic view of Satpuda mountain
ranges, images of which are surely going to
mesmerize one’s memory for years to come.
The spot is close to Chikaldara, a known hill
station of Maharashtra under Melghat Tiger
Reserve. This place is also known as ‘abode of
beautiful birds’. For many decades this small
hillock area has been attracting beautiful
migratory birds, which has made it one of the
must visit tourist attractions in Betul district.
The Madhya Pradesh Ecotourism Board
provides an enriching experience to the
tourists visiting Kukru Khamla. Activities like
trekking on natural trails, bird watching and
landscape photography become the centre
of attraction for the tourists. There is also the
facility of camping at night in comfortable
tents which tourists really enjoy.
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